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Mesothelioma, the European way.
Daily practice of diagnosing and treating patients with mesothelioma in Europe
Hugo Schouwink
Medisch Spectrum Twente
FEnschede
The Netherlands

Since 1823 when Philippe Franz von Siebold first visited Japan medical practices in Europe and
Japan have developed in close relation to each other. Exchange of medical knowledge
throughout the world is intens and only little variations in daily practice have remained.
Today most differences are induced by external circumstances such as population density or
socio-cultural habits. Guidelines have been developed on a large scale for most of common or
less common diseases and medical procedures. In 2010 the first European Guideline for the
management of malignant mesothelioma was published in the European Journal of Respiratory
Diseases. In this presentation several topics wil be addressed such as amounts of imported
asbestos in the seventies and eighties of the 20th century, incidence of malignant mesothelioma,
prognostic factors, circulating tumor cells, palliative care and compensation payments. If

possible European guideline recommendations are mentioned in relation to these topics.
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